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Texas Baptist Historical Collection 
 

In 2025, the Texas Baptist Historical Collection celebrated its 92nd year of operation.  
Architectural design plans for the expansion of the TBHC are now complete.  In conjunction 
with the expansion of the Collection, the Baptist General Convention of Texas, Baptist World 
Alliance and Truett Seminary announced that will create and house a new BWA Center at the 
TBHC.  The Center will include study carrells and other accommodations for visiting scholars. 
Fundraising for this endeavor is going well. If you would like to participate in this building 
campaign, please contacted the Director of the TBHC.  In 2025 the holdings of the TBHC 
increased by 147 linear feet to the Collection.  These new additions included church records of 
both active and disbanded churches as well as institutional records from around the state.  
Personal papers from several people who have served Texas Baptists, including Jimmie Nelson, 
long-time professor of preaching at SWBTS, were also acquired by the TBHC.   

The TBHC is fortunate to house the George Whitfield Pulpit, used by Whitfield during his trips to 
the colonies from 1742-50. The pulpit is considered the second most important artifact of early 
American Christianity by the Smithsonian.  Sight and Sound Films created a replica of the pulpit 
from the original for its movie A Great Awaking.  This movie will be in theaters in wide release 
in 2026. 

The THBC continues to grow its Friends group known as the 1839 Society.   Jessica Tindol serves 
as Senior Researcher/Coordinator of the 1839 Society and is overseeing the Society’s benefit 
program and quarterly newsletter.  For more information on the 1839 Society or to join contact 
Jessica Tindol at Jessica_tindol@texasbaptists.org.  

The digitized scans of Texas Baptist associational minutes from 1840-1996 housed at the TBHC 
were used by numerous researchers through a website address and password provided to 
individual researchers. Access is limited by demand.  For more information contact Brittany 
Crumpton at Brittany_crumpton@texasbaptists.org. Also, if you have a question or research 
request, you can submit it through Collection website at thetbhc.org.  

The Collection also continues proactively contacting churches that have major anniversaries in 
the next two years offering help as their significant date approaches. Many of these churches 
have contacted the TBHC as a result. If a church has an anniversary outside the two-year 
window but is planning an event, they can reach out to the TBHC at any time. The Director of 
the Collection spoke to many groups including Baylor Faculty and Alumni, BGCT Staff, Texas 
Baptist churches, Texas historical societies and several genealogical societies about the history 
and impact of Baptists in general and Texas Baptists in particular. 

The TBHC continued its training-based outreach programs led by the Associate Director, Naomi 
Taplin, and included instruction on how to start a Church Archive, records management, and 



sustain and reenergize Church Libraries. She is in churches leading sessions two to three time a 
month.  Taplin is also overseeing the growing oral history program with African American and 
Hispanic churches.  

The Texas Baptist Historical Museum, a branch of the TBHC, located in the historic Old 
Independence Baptist Church in Independence, Texas, continues to tell the story of Baptists 
both globally and locally. Independence is also the birthplace of Baylor University. In June and 
July, the TBHM hosted 2,800 Baylor freshmen as they learned why Texas Baptists founded 
Baylor as well as the early history of the school. If you or your church would be interested in 
touring the museum, contact Stephiane Kinghorn atstephanie@kinghorn.com 

 

 
 
 


















































